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Imagine if you…. 
✗ Could explain what Dyslexia is knew the signs 

for early identification 
✗ Had a process for identification
✗ Understood the links between spelling and 

reading
✗ Were confident teaching a dyslexic student in 

your class
✗ Realised that how we teach a dyslexic will 

benefit all students
✗ Had access to appropriate reading material
✗ Knew the difference between interventions 

and accommodations
✗ Could build on a students strengths 
✗ Could keep a student’s self belief & emotional 

wellbeing in tact
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Out of the 
mouths of 
babes...

● Please give me extra time to think
● I may not look engaged but I may be thinking
● I can’t read the notes you put on the board
● I can’t write fast enough to get down what you 

say
● My effort may look poor on paper but my brain’s 

cogs are steaming. 
● I get so stressed out
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Executive Function 
 Working Memory



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efCq_vHUMqs
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GoodSensoryLearning

https://goodsensorylearning.com/collections/executive-functioning-7?page=1&aff=37
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Dyslexia and Reading Difficulties 
Understood 
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Dyslexia 
Basics
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zafiGBrFkRM
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Dyslexia 
Signs and 
Symptoms

● Poor RAN
● Working Memory Deficits
● Strengths in Oral Language
● “Can you get me the ummm from the whatsit?”
● Visual sequential memory - siad
● I may have other family who struggle and or are 

dyslexic
● Poor phonological awareness - rhyming, 

blending, segmenting, manipulation
● Difficulty mapping sounds to symbols a says...
● Slow robotic reading
● Poor spelling 
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Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & 
D. Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook for research in early literacy (pp. 97–110). New York, NY: Guilford Press.
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Gough’s Simple View of Reading….

READING COMPREHENSION
 is based on

LANGUAGE / LISTENING Comprehension,
Which is based on:

WORD LEVEL READING,
Which is based on:

● Vocabulary, grammar, verbal intelligence
● Inferencing
● Background Knowledge
● Attention

● Cipher Skills: (phoneme awareness, 
letter-sound skills)

● Word specific knowledge
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4 Types of Reading Difficulties Explained…..

Dyslexia 
● Most common type of reading difficulty
● Phonological-core deficit
● Therefore the problem is phonological / auditory not visual
● Simply describes as poor word-level reading skills despite 

adequate effort, opportunities and normal language skills. 
● Difficulty in reading words often impacts their reading 

comprehension due to attention being directed towards 
figuring out words. 
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4 Types of Reading Difficulties Explained…..

Hyperlexia 
● These students can read at word-level proficiently (at or 

above their age) but have great difficulty comprehending
● Hyperlexia involves a compromise in the ability to 

understand language generally
● This is a receptive language difficulty and a referral to an 

SLT is recommended
● A language problem more so as opposed to a reading 

problem 
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4 Types of Reading Difficulties Explained…..

Mixed / Compensator Type
● These students have difficulty in both language 

comprehension and word-level reading and as such are 
usually the weakest readers. 

Compensator Type
● These students have reading comprehension well below their language 

comprehension. 
● They are often overlooked due to being bright and being able to compensate 

for their poor word reading. 
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4 Types of Reading Difficulties….. Now What...
● Word-level reading is central to three of these four types 

of reading problems (Dyslexia, Mixed, Compensator)

● As phoneme awareness is the most common source of 
these word-level reading difficulties, it is obvious that 
training in this area can help the vast majority of 
students.

● Sound to symbol association (Alphabetic Principle) is also 
an indicator of a students ability with word-level reading 
skills and should be taught explicitly in a systematic and 
cumulative nature. 



Identification is crucial….

A diagnosis of dyslexia in school is primarily based upon a 
“wait-to-fail-approach.” This approach requires a child to 
demonstrate a significant struggle to learn to read over a 
prolonged period of time before more intensive (quality and 
quantity) interventional strategies are discussed and 
eventually put into place. Paradoxically, although a diagnosis 
of dyslexia usually is not given before the end of second grade 
or the beginning of third grade (after the requisite period of 
failing), intensive interventions are most effective in 
kindergarten or first grade.           (Wanzek & Vaughn, 2007).  
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https://dyslexiaida.org/its-a-myth-that-young-children-cannot-be-screened-for-dyslexia/


Stress & Anxiety in Dyslexic Learners
How does good and bad stress work with dyslexia?

Individuals with dyslexia are confronted regularly by tasks that are, either in 
reality or in their perception, extremely difficult for them. These tasks might 
be reading, spelling, or math. If they have experienced success at mastering 
this kind of task in the past, good stress helps them face the challenge with a 
sense of confidence, based on the belief that “I can do this kind of task.” If, on 
the other hand, someone has met with repeated failure when attempting this 
or a similar task in the past, his or her body and brain may be working 
together to send out a chemical warning system that gets translated as “This 
is going to be way too difficult for you! Retreat! Retreat!) That’s bad stress in 
action. And remember, perception is everything! It doesn’t matter if a teacher, 
a friend, or a spouse believes that you can do something; it’s that you think 
you can do it that matters.
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● Checklist for Flagging Learning 
concerns

● Potential Signs of Dyslexia
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Diagnostics 
= Action
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Diagnostics 
= Action
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We know 
what the 
Dyslexic 

Brain 
needs 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrF6m1mRsCQ
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iagnostic

What are the 3 Principles of Structured 
Literacy? 

ystematic

umulative
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What are the 5 Elements of Structured 
Literacy?
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http://bit.ly/2qz74I0

https://medium.com/@CarlaMcNeil/do-you-teach-spelling-or-give-words-e2db14bae006
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoX21V8-p40
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ta

mu

mup

tan
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● Every syllable has a vowel
● Will that vowel be long or short
● To identify syllables, identify 

how many vowels there are. 
● If two consonants come after 

the vowel, draw a line between 
the consonants. 

● Then decode the word syllable 
by syllable.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3j3YVocNxk


Developing reading fluency 
systematically
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1. Check I can read these 
sounds in isolation…. 
s a t i m n o p b c g h 

2. Teach me to read and spell 
words with these sounds 

3. Take me to a text full of the 
sounds and words you know I 
can read. 



Isolation / Explicit 
Focus 

Application into 
words

Transference in 
writing and Reading

th That
Then 

I saw them on the bus 
this morning.

sh she My Mum is sick, I hope 
she gets better soon. 

Open Syllable He, me, she He is my brother. 

Silent E Syllable Like, came, home She came home late 
last night. 



INTERVENTION
✗ Track Sight words
✗ Evidence based - 

MUSEC
✗ Specific 
✗ Use diagnostic tools & 

errors in writing and 
reading and teach 
explicitly

✗ Develops 
understanding, 
accuracy and fluency  

ACCOMMODATION
✗ Read and Write
✗ Ipad Apps
✗ E books
✗ Kindle
✗ Talking worksheets
✗ Voice Recorders
✗ Simple dictionary / 

Thesaurus
✗ Photos of 

whiteboard
✗ Extra Time
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Practical 
Tips and 

Tools



Appropriate Reading Material
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https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
/books/

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/books/
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/books/
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IRREGULAR WORDS
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Letter 
Formation



Assistive 

Tech...

Texthelp Asia Pacific

https://training.texthelp.com/


https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/

https://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000827761

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000827761
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● Differentiate their lists
● Organise them in patterns where you can
● Learn irregular words through multisensory 

visual strategies. 
● Mnemonics
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● Correct me 
● Make it Multisensory
● Repetition
● Explicit review of the synthetic approach
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● Homework - make this purposeful and 
manageable. 

● Days of the Week 
● Months of the Year
● Telling the Time 
● Filling in a Form
● What’s my learner preference? I like to…..
● Read it, see it, say it. 
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● Give one or two instructions at a time
● Say things in order
● Explain Idioms, Sarcasms
● Comment don’t Question
● Note Taking Structures - MindMaps 
● Organised Writing Systems
● Break up the problems in maths 
● Apply support across all areas of the 

curriculum
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Consider this...

● Copying from the board
● Consider the reading rate required to keep abreast
● Language comprehension
● Organisation 
● Timetables - are they a deal breaker?
● It’s all hard - all subjects have a strong literacy base  
● I may not be able to touch type or write with 

fluency
● I can only hold 2 things in mind 
● Homework takes me 3-4 times as long as others

STRATEGIES AS WE MOVE UP THE SCHOOL
● Make it explicit not implicit - make sure I know why and make it step by step
● Allow students to take photos
● Teach students to paraphrase and repeat instructions - “so what you are 

saying is….”
● Give homework instructions in the morning and again in the afternoon
● Read to me, discuss with me and show me what you mean and or expect
● Allow for discussion time in class
● Academic Language Lists in class
● Pre teach / give out a vocab list for me to become familiar with 
● Time - on my time not yours
● Relationships
● Exemplars - scaffolded - essay bookmarks
● Understood.org - Graphic Organisers

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/encouraging-reading-writing/download-graphic-organizers-to-help-grade-schoolers-with-writing






You can find us at:

✗ carla@learningmatters.co.nz
✗ admin@learningmatters.co.nz
✗ www.learningmatters.co.nz

mailto:carla@learningmatters.co.nz
mailto:admin@learningmatters.co.nz
http://www.learningmatters.co.nz

